Red Vox Lore Book 


This "lore book" was created because Vinny and Mike often mention interesting things about 
Red Vox on stream, which would otherwise be lost to the aether if nobody wrote them down. So 
that's why this book exists. Interesting stuff from AMAs, interviews, and dusty corners of the 
Internet are also included. The book is intended for both archival purposes and as a place to 
collect Red Vox news. 

(made by MDirt, with help from Echo and WittyJojoke) 


Dates are in American format. Last updated 8/22/2021. 


8/22/2021 LP5 Name Reveal 


On August 22nd during the Vinesauce Is Hope 2021 Charity Stream, Vinny revealed that LP5 
will be called “Visions”. 


5/21/2021 Early Stranded Covers 


The artist for the cover art of Stranded posted these early versions to the Red Vox Discord, 
saying, “Thanks! The idea was a combination of the night sky in the back with a bright radar 
(both were brought to final) but the water would be mirrored on the top and bottom of the image 
with a crest for interest. 

Vin wasn't feeling the wave and tbh in my style at the time it didn’t convey well, so we cut it out 
for a more subtle space dust kinda look.” 


5/5/2021 LP5 Update 


Vinny said every 


Source: New Pokémon Snap (PART 3) (2:03:45) 


1/6/2021 Vinny and Liam Podcast 


At the start of 2021, Liam Triforce had an informal chat with Vinny about various topics, 
including Red Vox and Vinny’s creative process. 


Vinny recalled how the then unnamed “Another Light” riff was thrown onto the end of “Ina 
Dream”, one of the last songs written for What Could Go Wrong, on a whim. In what he 
described as a “happy accident’, he would end up going back to develop that riff into the 
opening track of Another Light. The lyrics for the song would come to Vinny’s mind later, while 
on a walk. 


Some 80% of the lyrics on Realign were written on walks, Vinny estimates. Much of the 
songwriting process also involved improvised singing in the studio to “discover” lines and 
syllables that sounded right for a given song. While some songs took a few days to write, “Pale 
Blue Dot” took months to get right. Summing up his creative process, Vinny said this: 


“The idea is: start with inspiration. If you don’t have it, try not to force it. Sometimes you just play 
guitar, turn your mind off, and there’s a riff. And then once you have that, sleep on it. You know, 
let it live with you a bit. Figure out what you think the song is about, and then work. Once you 
have the clues of ‘Oh, this song is about this’ ... then you can start spending time putting in the 
hard work as a songwriter, so to speak.” 


Vinny and Mike both wrote lyrics to “Reno”, which began around the line “heading on back to 
Reno” and grew into a song about addiction, as Vinny confirmed. 


The fifth Red Vox album is set to have some of the heaviest songs outside of Blood Bagel, as 
well as interesting song structures that the band has never attempted before. Rather than a 
concept album, Vinny is aiming to have a “solid collection of songs that sound like they belong 
on the same album.” He also noted that the next album’s songs would be “really fun to play live.” 


10/30/2020 Copyright Test Stream Q&A 


During a short stream on the Red Vox Twitch channel to test playing copyrighted songs, Vinny 
held a mini-Q&A. 


Vinny talked about how “The Reason This Is Happening” began with a guitar line reminiscent of 
Pink Floyd’s The Wall, before a pedal effect evolved it into more of an “electronic dance type” 
song. An early demo with the “groovy piano” also mentioned can be heard in the Realign 
Sessions Behind The Scenes. 


For Red Vox’s fifth album, Vinny described it as somewhat like their debut album, with Queens 
of the Stone Age, Television, and post-punk influences mixed in. 


Vinny mentioned working on “Middle of the Street”, a song that has been around for about 2 
years. He compared it to “Settle for Less” in terms of being a song where each band member 
contributed “very good parts”. Right after this comment, he plays a second of an unreleased 
Realign track. 


At this point, the band had about 10 or 11 songs that they were focusing on for LP5, with the 
opportunity for more. In the latter half of the Q&A, Vinny answered some questions about 
songwriting and what he’d do if Red Vox got more popular. 


10/4/2020 The Sound of LP5 


In response to a discussion about the general sound of the fifth Red Vox album, Vinny said that 
“Grunge might be a little limited of a descriptor and | don't think we're gonna tie ourselves to that 
style as that's not entirely who | am or want to be. There will be influence for sure, but I'd 
describe the next batch of songs as rock. Loud guitars will be there for example. That said, it'll 
also maybe have some Queens of the Stone Age and Television influence, but who knows, 
things always change and evolve during the writing and recording process.” 

Reddit Source 


8/10/2020 “Vomit In The Ballpit” Backstory 


The backstory for “Vomit In The Ball Pit” comes from a real experience Vinny had at a Chuck E. 
Cheese as a child, in which he smelled something rancid coming from a ball pit. 


7/13/2020 Realign AMA 


Source for All 


Sound of “Far Away” 
“Ear Away” was sung by Vinny on his back to get the right sound. 


Ozy’s New Outro and Transitions 


The album version of “Ozymandias” includes a new outro that “sums up a feeling of dread that 
ends side one before Far Away sort of resets that.” 

On the album’s transitions, he said, “The song transitions usually happen afterwards, and if they 
sound good next to each other, we'll go for it. Some like the end of Ozymandias in the end of 
better on the outside were planned in advance. That's usually not the case though.” 


Waveform on What Could Go Wrong Cover 


When asked about the waveform on the bottom right of What Could Go Wrong’s cover art, 
Vinny said “That's a secret.” It has been assumed that he forgot what it was. 


Spectrogram Tweet Clarification 


Apparently the spectrogram tweeted out by Red Vox (see 6/14/2020) before the release of 
Realign was just because “It just looked cool’. 


Realign’s Themes and Title 


“There's loose connection. The first half of the album | think deals with more internal struggles 
for example. The main theme is obviously what we named the album, but there's also a couple 
of other minor themes like forced change throughout the album. That said | don't think it's really 
a concept album.” 

Source 


Elsewhere, he said, “Trying to find my place in the world as someone who frequently feels lost, and 
then maybe taking that a bit further back. Pale blue dot is kind of reflection of why | love thinking 
about space and the universe since | was a kid” 

On the title’s origin, he said, “/ don't really even remember to be honest. Maybe just a feeling that | 
had or something | wanted for myself” 


Vinny’s Personal Favs on Realign 


“Pale Blue Dot, Return The Call, but even though I'm sick of listening to the songs, I'm happy 
with all of them in various ways.” 
Source 


Realign Songwriting Timeline 


When asked about how long the album took to make, from the first songs until now, Vinny said 
“Some of these songs were demoed and written just after another light was finished. Otherwise 
it's hard to remember or say for sure.” 

Elsewhere, he said, “The aloum was almost completely done recording before Covid hit. Mixing 
was mostly what was left aside from some decisions we made about percussion.” 


Three Cut Songs from Realign 


On songs that were cut for not fitting the album, Vinny said “I'd say at least three songs outside 
of the two bonus tracks were considered for this album.” 


Kerosene’s Title Track and Lyrics 


When asked whether he would rather write songs quickly like with “Ozymandias”, or be 
challenged by the process like with “Pale Blue Dot’, Vinny said, “I'd rather both if possible. 
Kerosene was another song whose lyrics were written very quickly, and | think those are some 
of my best. | don't mean to get spooky, but | don't know where some of my best lyrics even 
really come from.” 


On the Conception of “Ozymandias” 


“| was just messing around with synthesizer sounds and came up with an instrumental that 
sounded vaguely Egyptian. | named it Ozymandias without thinking too much about it. Months 
later Joe challenge me to write a vocal Melody and lyrics to it and the end result is what you 
hear now I guess” 

Source 


“Closer Now” and “I Don’t Mean to Complain” 


Q: “Hey Vinny, | remember some time ago you did a scum stream where you were working on the 
thing that became the transition from Better On the Outside to Closer Now. Would streaming more of 
the "messing around in FL Studio" process you've talked about be something you'd consider? | 
understand though if that's something you'd rather keep private, but it would be cool to see more.” 

A: “Good memory. Truth is | was bored and | figured if | was alive | could force myself to write a 

song. | also came up with the beginnings of | don't mean to complain in a similar fashion” 

Source 


7/10/2020 Scrapped Realign Art 


On Realign’s release date, Amoralcrow (who was commissioned for the album cover and 
“Ozymandias”) shared some art that did not make it in. 
It has also been archived here. 


7/10/2020 Sonemic Interview 


MarilynRoxie, a community manager for Sonemic (part of RateYourMusic), interviewed Vinny on 
the release of Realign. Some highlights: 

“I made demos in FLStudio that were transferred over to ProTools and fleshed out properly by 
Joe, Mike, Bill and myself. A couple were born of full band jams, but on the whole, the music 
seems to have emerged from some introverted, subconscious place.” ... “Lyrically, the album 
covers both the internal and external. | try to use music as a way to figure things out about 
myself and the world around me.” ... “| wrote most of the words to Realign in the summer of 
2019 over a series of very long walks. It's a good way to clear the head and avoid electronic 
distractions.” 


On the bonus tracks: “One bonus track was cut from the album as we couldn't figure out how to 
make it work with everything else. It's vaguely in line with the tone of the rest of the album, but 
has its own flavor too. 


The second bonus track is much lighter and is mostly acoustic. It was something | wrote during 
quarantine while work on the album had frustratingly come to a halt.” 


7/9/2020 Realign Premiere and Q&A 


On July 9th at 10 PM EST, the premiere of Realign was streamed on the redvoxband Twitch 
channel. 
Source for All 


Joe’s Contributions 


The outro solo to “Anesthesia” was performed by Joe, as confirmed by Vinny in the stream chat. 
Joe also performed the “Return the Call” and “Ozymandias” solos, as well as the rhythm guitar 
at the end of “Reeling From The Rafters”. Sound design, such as break on Be Someone 
Forever https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=4421 


Bill’s Contributions 


“Any of the classic synths - like the Fender Rhodes, the mellotrons, was the stuff that | 
contributed.” 

Much of the dreamy and Floydian keyboard work on the album can probably be attributed to Bill, 
including the mellotron on “Pale Blue Dot” and the riff from “Be Someone Forever”. 


Mike’s Contributions 


Realign’s style called for simpler, more “dancey” beats, so Mike’s drumwork is heavily edited. 
Although his involvement on the album is much less than that of previous albums, Mike is on 
tracks 1-8 and 14, sometimes playing alongside a drum machine. Tracks 9-13 are solely drum 


machine (XLN Audio’s “Addictive Drums”). In contrast to the other drum machine tracks, the 
Nick Mason inspired drums of “Anesthesia” sound close to real. 


Jam Songs 


“Be Someone Forever” was born out of a post-Stranded jam, where Bill developed the riff of the 
song. Similarly, “Reeling From The Rafters” was also created in a jam after “Stranded”, in which 


Joe’s bassline was built upon by Vinny’s “circus-y” SYNTH9 pedal melody. This is presumably 
this part of the song. 


Better On The Outside’s Original Name 

“Better On The Outside” was originally called “Pond Runner’, according to Vinny. This early 
name is perhaps a reference to the Vangelis-like (Blade Runner composer) synths on the track, 
as well as psychedelic rock group Pond, a common source of inspiration for Vinny. 


Joe’s Dislike of Food Terms for Music 


Joe is not fond of using terms like “tasty” and “delicious” to describe music, saying that 
something about it really bugs him. 


Writing Process/Studio Invention 


Guitars, synths first. usually do drums and bass first. Good half never played together at all 
leading to “studio invention”, next album good chunk comes from studio jams 
https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=3925 


Mixing process, brought in FL studio tracks, making cohesive album from different scenarios 
httos://youtu.be/9mMOQokBCyhQ?t=4229 


Vinny, Roger Waters, wrote ALL lyrics, make it what | want it to be internal and external struggle. 
Vinny did not want to fuck up Pale Blue Dot. Ozymandias took like 15 minutes. 


https://youtu.be/9mMOQokBCyhQ?t=4483 


Cut songs: couple demos, one song Vinny didn’t want on the album, get everyone’s opinion, 
“happy Gorillaz song” 
https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=6516 


Favorite Songs 


Vinny: Pale Blue Dot, hardest to get right vocally and lyric 
Mike: Be Someone Forever 

Joe: Be Someone Forever sprung up from a band place 
Bill: The Reason This Is Happening, Rhodes, bridge 
https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=4787 


Dave Cahill, played a show with him, came down to the studio and listened to early mix of 
Realign, played paperbag with drumsticks, left some of that in, first verse 
https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=4884 


“The Reason This is Happening” and “Apathetic Empathy” were put together on purpose. 
Lyrically go together. Apathetic Empathy might have been the last song for the album 
httos://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=4981 


Challenges 

Mike’s biggest challenge when starting drumming, barnes and nobles drumming for dummies, 
found a teacher, had to unlearn bad habits 

https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=5129 


When Joe started, his next door neighbor was at advanced level could shred, spent years and 
years, 
httos://youtu.be/9mMOQokBCyhQ?t=5347 


“The Reason This is Happening” was a direct birth from the SYNTH9 pedal, carried Reeling 
https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=5462 


Bill grew up playing, older brother was lead singer in band, taking backseat hard, around college 
told to turn down keyboard, 
httos://youtu.be/9mMOQokBCyhQ?t=5491 


Vinny taught himself at 18, biggest challenge is his perfectionism for realizing his vision for 
songs 
https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=5673 


Chrono Trigger sample in “I Don’t Mean To Complain” 
https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=5756 

Second half is FL studio https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=5856 
Better on the Outside, Closer Now has no guitar 


Vin and Joe started working in 2015, exponential growth, songs Vin comes in with have steadily 
grown songwriting, really hasn’t been a break in making music at all 


https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=6590 


Red Vox Concept Albums 


Would you guys do a concept album like The Wall/American Idiot? Loose concept on AL, 
Kerosene, Realign. No patience https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=6016 
Blood Bagel is a concept album, there’s a story, according to Mike 


https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=6991 


Writing more on keyboards, Realign, Reeling, Reason This, Be Someone Forever, Pale Blue 
Dot 

Varying degrees: Far Away 

Came from dreams: WCTBE, Anesthesia, Better on the Outside, one of the bonus songs 
httos://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=6240 


Technical Details 


Joe go-to compressor. SPL Iron Plugin 


https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=6332 
Vinny used a CS-80 synth emulation for Blade Runner song 


https://youtu.be/9mMOQokBCyhQ?t=7332 

Microphones used for vocals RODE NT1-A, AudioTechnica AT 3030 

Bill goes to a Roland Fantom and a microKORG XL+, everything else patches 
Slate ANA synth patch 


https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=7400 


Reeling from the Rafters, Bonham/When the Levee Breaks, Joe mic’d the front part of stand up 
piano, weight on sustain pedal, mics behind piano, bigger room sound 
https://youtu.be/9mOQokBCyhQ?t=4313 


6/25/2020 Boney Maroney 


The Red Room Studio skeleton featured in the “Realign” music video is named “Boney 


Maroney.” Source: Outer Wilds (PART 3) (1:12:12) 


6/25/2020 Curse of Realign Title Track 


“Realign” was a jam song written in the studio, using Vinny’s new SYNTH9 pedal. After the song 
was finished, Vinny showed it to a friend, who said it sounded like Nirvana’s “Come As You Are.” 
Then, Spotify’s Discover Weekly played a song for Vinny called “Rearrange” with the same 
chords (G Emin Dmin, also Realign is in the key of G). The final part of the song’s curse of 
sounding like other songs was realized on the single’s release date, when people brought to 
Vinny’s attention that the melody line is very similar to his own solo song, “Walking Illusion.” 


Source: Outer Wilds (PART 3) 


6/25/2020 Realign Cover Art and GANBreeder 


The cover art for Realign (commissioned from Amoralcrow) is an upscaled version of a 
Ganbreeder image (an artificial image generated by a GAN Al). 
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The previous “generations” of this Ganbreeder image also feature a shadowy figure, which 
Vinny found cool. 


Source: Outer Wilds (PART 3) 


6/24/2020 Dean Ween and Red Vox 


Fun Fact: Dean Ween was apparently at the first Red Vox live show at the John and Peters bar. 
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“| believe it was Dean Ween who was at my first show with Red Vox as we played at John and 
Peters, which was like the Ween... like bar/venue.” 

Source: SpongeBob SquarePants: Battle for Bikini Bottom - Rehydrated (1:38:16) 

AN ACTUAL CLIP FROM THAT SHOW!! (04/11/2016) 

Picture of Dean Ween at J&P from around the same time (04/25/2016): 


6/7/2020 Synthy Spectrogram 
On June 7th, Red Vox tweeted out this spectrogram, 


which sounds like this when run through Melobytes. Vinny clarifies in the 7/13/2020 AMA, that 
this spectrogram was tweeted because “It just looked cool’. 


3/10/2020 “Ozymandias” Interview 


A few weeks following the release of “Ozymandias”, Highlander News released an article on the 
single, which included a brief discussion with Vinny. He had this to say, “It’s about the temporary 
nature of both the material form and power in general. Ozymandias had a great kingdom, 
complete power and lots of amazing works to look upon, but time left very little to behold. It’s 
frightening, encouraging and fascinating all at the same time. All that from such a short poem.” 


And on the creation of the song, “/ had written a song on synthesizer that sounds vaguely 
Egyptian | guess. After putting the demo together, | wasn’t sure there were room for vocals at 
all. Joe, Red Vox’s bassist and producer, liked the song and told me to give vocals a try for it 
and see what | could come up with.” ... “I think | more or less found my voice and am more into 
the way | sing now, which feels way more natural and less forced.” 


2/18/2020 First Teaser of “Be Someone Forever” 


The first teaser for “Be Someone Forever” off of Realign was posted on the Red Vox twitter. 
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2/16/2020 First Teaser of LP5 


This is the first known teaser for the fifth album, which will be hard rock/grunge. 


Source: Vinesauce Art Corner #1206 (5:36) 


11/23/2019 25 to 27 Songs Stockpiled 


In talking about the period following Another Light and Kerosene, Vinny said “/ tend to write... 
sometimes just accidentally, sometimes | pick up a guitar and try to write something. Most times 
though, I'd say... maybe 12-15 songs a year happen.” 


However, Vinny and the band had written some 25-27 songs before the primary recording 
process for Realign began. “Some of these songs sounded like they were for one album and 
some of them sounded like they were for another album. Some of which | did demos for at 
home and played on keyboard... What I’m trying to say is that we actually divided the songs. 
Realign has one specific style of song and the other songs are much more [guitar-driven], some 
are kinda heavy, some are kind of like the first album... Another Light a little bit, but more like 
the first album...” 


Realign had been more or less set in stone at this point, to which Vinny added “I’m now thinking 
about the next one, because I’m fucking crazy and I’ve written a song, maybe within the past 
three weeks, that would fit really nice on it and it’s really heavy... “ 


Finally, to close out, Vinny mentioned that “some of the best shit we’ve done in the past five 
years we had to say no to for Realign... some really cool ones that are being held onto [for the 
next album].” 


11/3/2019 Mike On The Realign Recording Process 


After the release of the single “Why Can’t This Be Easy” on October 31st, Mike talked on-stream 
about the extent of his involvement in recording Realign. Here is an edited excerpt of what he 
said: “...! actually had very little to do with that song. In fact, | didn’t really have a lot to do with 
this album in general because recording this album was a very different experience than the 
previous ones... Like for almost every song we worked on, like Vin — he brought in an almost 
fully finished song to the studio, that he basically wrote at home, and then he asked us to record 
very specific things with our instruments. Y’know, as opposed to all three or four of us sitting 
there together and I guess co-writing everything. And at one point he said something like ‘Sorry 
if I’m being a control freak’ like he felt bad about it or whatever, and | just said ‘Well, | don’t see it 
that way because if you have a vision then I’m just here to help you make that a reality.’ 


Like that’s it — I’m a drummer, that’s what | do... [Realign’s] a lot more produced than some of 
our previous stuff... there’s a lot of looping and layering with the instruments and the way | 
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recorded that track was very similar to how we did In The Garden. Which was a song that | kind 
of see as the precursor to this entire album — like that one song kinda dictated the direction that 
we were gonna go in for this next album completely... 


And the way that I did In The Garden was the way that | did this one, where | recorded two parts 
separately. One track was the bass and the snare, and the other track was the hi-hat, and they 
took what | gave them and put electronic triggers on it and looped it. ... So it’s a little fake’ 
compared to what you'd hear on a traditional rock album but... it’s the kinda music we always 
wanted to make... 


There’s a part of me that wishes | could’ve been more creative with my parts, but when | hear 
how good this shit sounds at the end of everything — I’m more than okay with it, like it’s really 
what the parts needed to sound like. It’s pretty typical for the type of music that we’re trying to 
make here.” 


Computer Haunted Plumber Forced Out Of Retirement (Gone Wrong) - Luigi's Mansion 3 


10/24/2019 Teaser For Realign Title Track(?) 


Vinny plays a teaser for what appears to be the Realign title track(?). 


Source: Devil May Cry 2 (1:04:28) 


10/5/2019 Vinny Music Q&A 


In a one-off music Q&A stream, Vinny answered a plethora of questions about his favorite artists 
and music that he likes. He also mentions several interesting things about Red Vox. 


The Davy’s Grey EP Fade to Grey took around 3 weeks to record. 
Vinny has not made any profit on Red Vox. That is, the cost of recording the albums has 
been much higher than what has been earned from album and merch sales. 

e While unable to sleep one night as a result of microdosing mushrooms, Vinny wrote and 
played a guitar riff for an hour straight, which would become “Far Away”. 

e Revealing his personal meaning for “Telephone”, Vinny said that the song is about a 
person on drugs, informed by his experiences knowing some people who went down 
dark paths of drug usage. The song’s title relates to how the voice quality on a telephone 
call is low and slurred, making it difficult to understand someone - much like how the 
effects of a drug might impair one’s speech. 

e The DAW (Digital Audio Workstation) Joe uses is Pro Tools. 


9/30/2019 1 Million “In The Garden” Plays 


Around this date, “In The Garden” hit 1 million plays on Spotify. 
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6/13/2019 First Vinyl of What Could Go Wrong and Kerosene 


On June 13th, 2019, What Could Go Wrong and Kerosene received their first vinyl pressings, in 
a limited run of 500 each. What Could Go Wrong was a solid red record, and Kerosene was 
white with a dark brown coffee stain splatter pattern. 


5/11/2019 Vinyl and Realign Songwriting 


Progress on Realign was going smoothly at this point, with Vinny having written the lyrics to 
three songs almost entirely in one night. He also mentions that in a lot of his songs, there’s 
“some meaning, and some lines are just because they sound good in context.” 


Source: Wario Land 4 (PART 1) 


3/4/2019 Second Pressing of AL 


Another Light received a second pressing on March 4th, 2019. The records on this second 
pressing differed from the first, with them being light blue and green, respectively. 


1/15/2019 Second Red Vox AMA 


Source for all: Ask me a couple questions 


Getting Loose for “Reno” and “Job In The City” 


It's a somewhat well known piece of trivia that Vinny had to get drunk to nail the vocals on 
“Reno.” A similar preparation was necessary for “Job In The City”. See “Bottle of Jameson at 
Red Room” under the Gallery section. 

“The only other one | remember was Job In The City. | needed to get loose for that, but nothing 
was working, except whiskey. | may have had a drink or two during Blood Bagel, just like | need 
a drink or two to listen to it these days (half-joking).” 


On the Sound of LP4 (Realign) 


Asked what to expect from the next album, Vinny said “It's always hard to say because you start 
with one idea in mind and then things just take their own shape. That said, there's an old 
Radiohead adage about how the last song on each of their albums was a small glimpse into 
what the next one would sound like. We seem to be following a similar trend. Expect some 
synthesizers.” 


On Making the Ending of “Memories Lie” 


“That song was a bit of a process, but it was worth it. My vocals weren't cutting it for that part 
and so | took inspiration from Pond and asked Joe to throw a vocoder on my voice. After 


15 


searching for a bit, he arrived at that particular sound, and it sounded perfect. I'm glad we pulled 
it off because | wasn't so sure about that one at first.” 
Source 


How Work Is Divided Between Members 


“Work is divided per song. For most stuff | do the singing, rhythm guitar, some lead guitar and 
some synth stuff. Mike does percussion and sometimes writes lyrics with me. Joe plays most of 
the bass parts (except like 4 songs on Another Light, where | played them at home and brought 
them in). Joe is also an amazing guitarist, better than me, so he does solos on a bunch of 
songs, like Back To School, From The Stars, Settle For Less and most stuff on Blood Bagel. Bill 
plays piano like a fucking pro, so if we need some flair, we wait for him to come in and lay it 
down. | can play simple leads and padding, but Bill can make play complex stuff. When we're 
jamming, we all play together and just see what happens, sometimes switching instruments. 
And obviously Joe does all the mixing and production.” 

Source 


Vinny’s Favorite Kerosene Tracks 


“Hard choice, but maybe Never Gonna Win. Also the song Kerosene itself. This was a lyrics 
heavy album and | feel like | got some good inspiration with that song and I'm happy with how it 
came out.” 

Source 


Why Reno? 


On why he chose to write a song about Reno, Vinny said “/ wouldn't even know how to answer 
that. It was a song from the Davy's Grey days that was modified heavily for Red Vox. All that 
really remained was the chorus of "headin on back to Reno." Again, no idea why. Maybe the 
chords made me think of the desert? That plus I've always liked songs about places. Glad to 
represent your city despite me never having visited.” 


On Writing Kerosene 


In many ways, Kerosene was a solo effort by Vinny, aided by Joe’s production and engineering. 
“Kerosene was considered as a solo thing, but what does that even mean anymore? The other 
guys helped me out to varying degrees and the line is getting blurrier between a solo thing and 
a Red Vox thing. I'll be the first to almost shamefully admit that my hands are very much on the 
wheel of the band. It's something | try to be very careful about, but it's just how it is. The other 
guys are invaluable though, which is why | wanted them to help me with Kerosene. Ultimately, 
even though Kerosene is the most me-centric of our albums, everyone did stuff and it still 
sounded like a Red Vox album (stripped down of course), so it was decreed one.” 

Source 
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In addition to being a lyrics-focused, acoustic album, Kerosene is notable for being perhaps the 
most personal Red Vox release. 

“pretty much all of Kerosene in deeply personal to me in some way or another. | used it as a 
way to get these thoughts out and hopefully put some of them to rest. | knew it would be a risky 
move to some extent to release it after Another Light and | also knew that people would be 
asking me if I'm ok, but I still needed to do it.” 

Source 


“But seriously, many of those songs weren't written with happy thoughts in mind. Personal 
bullshit aside, the world isn't exactly a gleeful place at the moment and people are at each 
other's throats in awful and disgusting ways. | wrote about that from the most neutral, detached 
viewpoint | could on several of the songs.” 

Source 


“For Kerosene, | really needed to write these lyrics.. it was a compulsion. It was a weird year, 
not just in my life, but all around me.” 
Source 


Kerosene Timeline and the Quiet Release 


Speaking to the silent release of Kerosene, Vinny explained “/ didn't want to hype the album like 
it was a huge followup to Another Light, an album that took about 18 months to finish. In 
comparison, Kerosene took a little over 6 months. | guess | just wanted people to find it for 
themselves, be surprised and not have any preconceived notions of what it was. That plus | felt 
kinda weird hyping such a personal album.” 


Kerosene’s Inspirations 


“Radiohead, Lead Zeppelin Ill, Beck's acoustic stuff, Nirvana Unplugged in New York, Alice in 
Chains.. the list goes on. | like when a band can slow down a bit and release some stripped 
down songs.” 

Source 


“Stuff like Sea Change by Beck, Jar of Flies by Alice in Chains, Out of Time by REM and so 
forth. The radiohead song Exit Music For A Film was an influence on a couple songs as well, 
same for Gagging Order as an influence on Heavy Little Heart.” 

Source 


On How Much Streaming Influences the Music 


Asked how much the experience of streaming influences his music, Vinny said “A very small 
percentage, though some of my lyrics reflect my relationship with this weird parasocial world I'm 
currently in.” 
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On the Song-writing Process 


“In most interviews I've watched of my heroes, this is the question they dread the most because 
there's no good answer. Sometimes my ideas come from dreams, which | then further flesh out. 
Sometimes they come from just jamming with the band and noodling around on the instruments. 
Other times they just kinda show up in my head or when I'm playing guitar alone. Once | have 
an initial spark or idea that | like, I'll put the work in and finish it. Sometimes the other guys help 
finish it with me. There's honestly no one answer, but that's why | like doing it.” 

Source 


“Rub Your Eyes” Origin 


Like so many other Red Vox songs, “Rub Your Eyes” a/so came from a dream. 


1/8/2019 Kerosene’s Release 


Kerosene’s YouTube release included this short blurb on the album, “This isn't exactly our big 
follow-up to Another Light. It started as a 5 or 6 song acoustic EP to record after Stranded and 
ended up getting a lot more involved than that. After growing to 10 songs we realized it was no 
longer an EP and no longer just acoustic. Most of these songs are brand new but some have 
been with me since the beginning of Another Light. It's not a happy album, but it all comes from 
a real place. | hope you enjoy it as we get started recording our proper next album. Thanks for 
sticking with us. -Vinny” 


It’s worth noting that Kerosene was a shadow drop — a surprise release on Bandcamp with little 
fanfare or announcement. 


Kerosene also reached the #1 spot for best selling aloums on Bandcamp. 


10/25/2018 Space Engine Stream 


During a stream of the game Space Engine, Vinny gave track-by-track commentary for 
“Stranded” and Another Light. 


“Stranded” 

The ping at the start of “Stranded” was made from cutting up a TV bars and tone noise, pitching 
it up, and then adding reverb. On the meaning of the song, Vinny said, “The dude in the song is 
talking to himself or maybe... | don’t know, maybe God. That’s the only clue I’m giving.” 


The first guitar solo (2:34 in the song) is the placeholder guitar solo from the demo, which they 
decided to keep in. The acoustic guitar chords heard in the bridge were a last minute addition. 
In the final section of the song, right after the climatic instrumental section, Vinny is playing the 
acoustic guitar in the left channel, and Joe is playing the electric guitar in the right. 
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“Another Light” 
Vinny sang “Another Light” at home because he was having difficulties getting it in the studio. 
The seamless transition to “Settle for Less” was a happy accident; they just noticed it was in the 
same key. Another Light was almost called Settle for Less, and it did not start out as a concept 
album. 
The Another Light demo, shown here, featured different lyrics: 

Throwin’ it in(?) but | do it right 

Deprive us all of our inspiration 

Jealousy is a burning fire 
That pulls you away from your destination 


Change the scene to a better light 
| want it more than you'll ever know 
Oh oh oh 
If you ever change your mind and see it all in another light 


“Settle for Less” 

During the verse sections, Vinny is playing the left channel guitar while Joe is playing the right 
channel guitar. It took Vinny three separate days of singing it to get the song right. Joe plays the 
quitar solo at the end of the song. 


“Memories Lie” 

Vinny wrote “Memories Lie” on Easter, which was a bad holiday for him. 

The “oooooh’s” right before the outro were inspired by a Beach Boys phase Vinny was in. 
Vinny was struggling to find a good way to sing the outro, so they decided to vocode it, a 
decision inspired in part by the band Pond’s usage of vocoder. 

The demo for “Memories Lie” includes the previous guitar solo, which was reworked because it 


was too dissonant. 


“Tell Me” 

Dave Cahill provided the opening guitar notes of the song while hanging out in the studio with 
Vinny. The song also features a mandolin. Vinny’s falsetto singing, aided by manual tuning, was 
inspired by Josh Homme of Queens of the Stone Age. “Tell Me”_was originally going to be 
longer, with a quiet ending, but Vinny ended up suggesting a loud ending instead. 


“I’m So Happy” 
As another “happy accident’, Vinny said that the outro of the song with tambourine was “not 
exactly planned”. Vinny alluded to the meaning of the song as describing a person that feigns 


happiness but is actually jealous or bitter. 


“?’m So Sad” 
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The riff for “I’m So Sad” came from a dream Mike had. Vinny was not sure about putting the 
song after “I’m So Happy’ as it “felt cheesy”. He also stated it was a complete accident that he 
ended up with two songs named like that. The short quitar solo in the song was taken directly 
from the demo. 


“Memento Mori” 

Though Vinny wanted to use his Stratocaster to record “Memento Mori’, he says “it was not 
working.” His Gretsch is used instead. Vinny played the guitar solo in this song, as well as the 
subsequent mandolin solo. The riff of the song was an old one. Bill improvised the keys heard in 
the outro, and they ended up kept in. 


Vinny recalls being miserable when he sang it, having been in an existential crisis while actually 
writing the song. 


“From the Stars” 

After having heard almost the entire song in a dream, Vinny woke up and immediately made a 
demo. Vinny uses his Rickenbacker guitar for this song as well as an Electro-Harmonix Pitch 
Fork pitch pedal for the “big 12-string sound” in the left ear. Joe wrote the end part and guitar 
solo. 


“From the Stars” was one of the first songs written after What Could Go Wrong, as Vinny notes 
the scream was done soon after Blood Bagel. 


“Rub Your Eyes” 

“Rub Your Eyes” also originated from a dream. Bill interpreted the title as being related to a 
“smokey jazz club”, hence his style of piano playing in the song. 

Vinny said the song is “about choices — making choices and regretting choices.” 


The “na na na’s” on the songs were influenced by Trent Reznor (see “The Day The World went 
Away”) Joe plays the guitar solo in the song, the harmonica is played by Bill right after. “Radio 
chatter” can be heard during this, which is sampled from a conversation between Vinny and Bill 
about dreams they had. 


“Reno” 

Vinny has never been to Reno. The song's riff started as a Davy’s Grey song. Vinny said that 
the part of the Queens of the Stone Age inspired solo where it goes to major “may be one of the 
best moments on the whole album” for him. 


“In the Garden” 
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While watching The Pacific, Vinny had a brief nap in which he heard the chorus to “In the 
Garden”. After waking up, he sang it into his phone and played a guitar part under it. Later, 
when showing the demo to Joe, he was challenged to rework the song with as little guitar as 
possible. He came up with the ending part while driving home. Vinny says he does not “really 
know where the song came from.” 


Melodyne was used for pitch correction for a few of the falsettos. 


“Forgive and Forget” 

According to Vinny, the sequencing of “Forgive and Forget” after “In the Garden’ felt like the 
right choice. The song represents “where you go after being buried alive by your own bullshit 
and not handling your problems.” Vinny’s guitar solo near the start of the song was done in one 
take at home. 


“Burn a Picture” 

“Burn a Picture” is a song based on Vinny’s favorite quote, “He who sacrifices their conscience 
to ambition is burning a picture to obtain the ashes.” Vinny has a slight regret for the line “You 
can play a victim to a broken mirror’ because he thought of what he deemed a better line later, 
“You can play a victim to the smoke and mirrors”. 


Vinny used his Stratocaster, and the guitar line from his demo was kept on the final song. 

Bill came up with the synth parts that play during the outro while at Vinny’s house. The end of 
the song is supposed to represent digital waves “like at a beach”, and perhaps echo the album’s 
cover art. 


10/5/2018 Another Light Demos 


Included on the Bandcamp page for each Another Light demo is some minor information about 
the specific demo. Of note is that “On The Radio” was considered for a bonus track on the 
Another Light vinyl, but rejected for “Stranded” instead. The “From the Stars” demo is the one 
made within the same hour as Vinny waking up from a dream in which he heard the song’s 
melody. Vinny remarks that he’s never actually been to “Sacramento” in the track’s description. 
The synths of “Blue Marble” and its description hint at the type of sound that Realign would 
eventually form around, “/'m currently working on stuff that's similar to this, but way more refined 
and hopefully better.” 


10/4/2018 “Stranded” Release Blurb and First Viny! 


“Stranded” was released on October 4th, 2018 with the following blurb, “Here's something | 
posted elsewhere: "Glad you like it! As | said last night, this song kind of caps off an era/sound 
of Red Vox for now. It's the culmination of everything we learned from Another Light and is 
directly related to that album. Going forward we're going to be trying new things, both stripped 
down and more synth heavy. It's just kind of the natural course for me and the other guys to 
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want to evolve and try different stuff. I'm glad everyone enjoyed this, but don't expect a Wish 
You Were Here or Animals from us in the near future. :)" 


Alongside the release of “Stranded”, Another Light became Red Vox’s first release on vinyl. It 
came with the Another Light demos. 


Colleen Durant made the beautiful cover art for “Stranded”. 


9/23/2018 First Mention of Kerosene 


On September 23rd of 2018, Vinny joined the Red Vox discord for all of five seconds to leave 
this post referring to Kerosene before leaving (can’t blame him /s). The recording process for 
“Stranded” must have wrapped up earlier than this date for Kerosene to have already started at 
this point. 


vinesauce 


New song October 5, record soon after 


8/2/2018 First “Why Can’t This Be Easy” Teaser Shown 


During an art segment, Vinny casually teased the first few seconds of an early demo of the 
song. 


5/11/2018 First Peek of “Stranded” 


Vinny can be seen playing the solo of “Stranded” in this Twitter post, 5 months before it actually 
released. 


1/29/2018 Dave Cahill and “Tell Me” 
Dave Cahill, friend of Vinny and Mike, wrote the opening guitar melody of “Tell Me”. 


1/19/2018 Second Heavy Mag Interview 


Following the release of Another Light, Vinny did another interview with the same Heavy 
Magazine writer. He talks about the variety of styles on Another Light, from the QOTSA-inspired 


“Reno” to the more Radiohead sounding “Burn a Picture”. In particular, A Moon Shaped Pool 
shaped the headspace for several of the songs. 


It’s mentioned here that “Burn a Picture” uses the guitar and bassline from Vinny’s original 


demo, as they couldn’t replicate the feel in the studio. Vinny says that melodically, “Memories 
Lie” might be his favorite. In continuation of a recurring theme for Red Vox, many aspects of the 
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song “From the Stars” came directly from a dream Vinny had. In The Garden began as a 
guitar-driven song, but under the suggestion of Joe, was reworked with synthesizers. 


Some of the history of Red Vox is covered here as well. Davy’s Grey broke apart in 2009 and a 
5-year period of little musical activity ensued for Vinny. Itching to get back to music, Vinny began 
to jam again with Mike starting in 2015. Having met him through their mutual friend Bill, Vinny 
eventually approached Joe to record the songs that had been developing. “There She Goes” 
became their first studio recorded song during an April 2015 session. Bill was contacted for a 
couple keyboard parts later on, and by late 2015, Red Vox had cemented itself as a serious 
endeavor. 


12/28/2017 Post-AL /r/Vinesauce AMA 


A few weeks after the release of Another Light, Vinny did an AMA on the Vinesauce subreddit. 
Source for all: I'm Vinny of the Vinesauce. Ask me anything. 


The “Another Light” Riff 


On why he decided to bridge the closing track of What Could Go Wrong with the starting riff of 
“Another Light”, Vinny explained that “It was a happy accident. That little riff was never called 
Another Light. | had the concept of "Another Light" being tossed around my brain for a while and 
it just kinda randomly lined up with that little riff, which | though | could turn into a full song. | 
challenged myself to do so, went on a walk, came up with the verses then figured out the 
chorus. The bassline was the first thing that led me to believe | could make a full song out of 
that riff and I'm glad | pursued it.” 


Meaning of “Tell Me” 


“Tell Me” is, in part, a song about lacking direction or feeling aimless in life, as Vinny mentions 
here. 


Another Light's Lyric Contributions and Concept 


“For Another Light | wrote about 75% of the lyrics, Mike wrote the other 25% and Joe helped me 
focus the lyrics a lot, contributing a bunch of lines here and there. Bill is the other member who 
plays keyboards and helps us write and focus the music. For Another Light, everyone was vital.” 
Source 


Elsewhere, Vinny talks briefly about the inspiration for the lyrical concept of Another Light. 
“Just... living. Some of it is personal, some of it is what | see around me. Some of it is told from 
my viewpoint and some are from another person's. In Another Light, the thread of the album is 
looking at things from a different perspective and how that can help get you out of a hole.” 


23 


6-7 Post-AL Songs by December 


By this point of 2017, Red Vox had written 6-7 songs described to be “top fucking titty” by Vinny. 
However, he likely was not referring to any Kerosene songs, as Kerosene had perhaps only 
been conceptualized vaguely at this point. “! also have some acoustic songs that I'd like to do.” 


Guitar Tuning for “Vomit In The Ballpit” 


“I mainly stick to standard, though we used dropped C for Vomit in the Ballpit, which is just 
entirely too low.” 
Source 


Vinny’s Guitars 


“| have a red Rickenbacker. A green Gretsch. A blue strat. A white and red Jag and a Gibson 
Acoustic.” 
Source 


12/14/2017 Another Light’s Release 


The cover art for Another Light was done by Brydork/Bryton. At some point, the cover art for 
Another Light was changed to a cleaner style for unknown reasons. 


RED VOX 


ANOTHER LIGHT 
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12/13/2017 Another Light Premiere and Q&A 


Vinny knew 


Vinny has known Bill since high school 
Burn A Picture written at home 
In The Garden 


Favorite Songs 


Vinny’s Favorite: Memories Lie, Another Light 

Mike: Tell Me - means a lot to him 

Mandolin on memento mori, forgive and forget, tell me 
Joe - Settle for Less (playing), Forgive and Forget 

Bill - Memento Mori (stylophone on breakdown) 


httos://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=4249 


Vinny Vocal Training 


“No, I’ve not had any vocal training. I’m not that great, but I'll tell you this, | worked hard. And If | 
had to come in like one day it would suck, the next day it’d be a little better, then the next week 
it'd be a little better, and then after that it'd be okay that’s the take. 


https://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=4711 


The Cover Art 


Several pieces, lyrics booklet 

Meaning of the cover 

Vox, facing change 

Continuing a theme from the first aloum. Lyrics booklet features alternate cover arts 
commissioned 


https://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=4776 


Tracklisting and Atom Bomb Regret 

“There is a bit of a narrative or a theme” 

From The Stars works better after Memento Mori 3 or 4 reasons; Forgive and Forget is learned 
things. Tracklisting is deliberate 

License to interpret as you choose 


https://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=4872 


Memories Lie delayed album 
Challenge, 3 different parts 


https://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=4972 
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Cut Songs 


Bongo related (?) brought bongos and then didn’t use them, unnamed 
Summer Dreams 

Doctor Song 

Patiently Undone 

Ruminator 

https://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=5096 


Album originally called Settle for Less 

Direction based on it and Reno, darker, grounded 

Tell Me accidentally recorded, ethereal direction, AMSP headspace 

Vinny and Mike both independently came to the conclusion that the album was named Another 
Light 

https://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=5208 


Half songs had riff from dreams - From the stars rub your eyes in the garden 
Lyric process go for a walk 


https://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=5741 


Bill influence: Pink Floyd Rick Wright, Ben Folds Five, Prince, early Weezer, Beatles 
httos://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=5885 


Joe’s favourite bassline: bass part at end of I’m So Happy, started the part 
Guitar lead wise Rub Your Eyes 


https://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=6029 


Bill harmonica on Rub Your Eyes, call and response for solo keeps E harmonica in his car , 
been trying to shoehorn harmonica solo 


https://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=6133 


Mike fav drum track Rub Your Eyes drums, I’m So Happy, I’m So sad, Forgive and Forget 


httos://youtu.be/K8w6/40MVbU?t=6226 
Mike on improving between first and second album, first time “recording tracks” compared to live 


playing WCGW. Mike took lessons with two diff people in between the albums 
httos://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=6322 


On Writing Settle for Less 
Vinny’s favourite lyrics 
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Started as diff idea, Mike took crack at it, Vinny wrote up a draft, Mike didn’t like it, Vinny came 
up with a unified theme 
httos://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=6404 


Mike heard I’m So Sad in a dream 
https://youtu.be/K8w6j40MVbU?t=7081 


8/18/2017 First Heavy Mag Interview 


A few months before the release of Another Light, Vinny did an interview with Heavy Magazine 
about Vinesauce and Red Vox. Of note is the fact that “Fuck” was the first song recorded for 
Blood Bagel. Vinny also mentions that there is a core concept that shows up in every song from 
Another Light. 


June 2017 Another Light Delayed 


Around June, it was announced that Another Light had been delayed (from the top comment of 
In the Garden) to record what would become “Memories Lie”. It had been written about a month 
prior. 


4/7/2017 First Teaser of “Memento Mori” 


A teaser of “Memento Mori” was posted in April of 2017, where the line “But it’s just so far away” 
can be heard. 


12/4/2016 Another Light Progress 


It’s noted in the second Heavy Magazine interview that 2 songs for Another Light had already 
been mostly recorded by mid-2016. In November, 7 songs had been recorded. By December of 
the same year, 9 songs had been written for Red Vox’s second LP. 


11/12/2016 /r/Vinesauce AMA 
Source for all: |am Vinny, mostly. AMA 


The Original Blood Bagel 


Answering a question about where the idea for Blood Bagel came from, Vinny said “A deli like 7 
years ago. We saw a dude cut his finger while slicing a bagel and made a joke about it being a 
Blood Bagel and how metal of an album name that sounds.” 
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As noted in the special thanks for Blood Bagel, Phil B (bassist for Davy’s Grey) witnessed this 
event. “Special thanks to Phil B for witnessing the real Blood Bagel and playing some of these 
songs with us back in the day.” 


How Vinny Got Into Music 


“Nirvana really meant a lot to me when I was 11 and all the way until | was 14. It got me through 
tough times. Listening to those songs was a way to cope with all the bullshit | was going through 
at an age most of us go through bullshit. Then at about 16, | got into Hendrix, The Doors and 
Led Zeppelin. That set me on a path of a real love and desire to create music. Got a guitar at 18 
and learned then. Playing and writing was a very important coping mechanism for me. Life can 
suck, instead of hiding, | learned and wrote about my experiences.” 

Source 


“| guess when | was getting into grunge in the mid 90s | started really developing a love for 
music. Then, thanks to FF7, Chrono Trigger, Secret of Mana and Symphony of the Night, | 
started also developing a strong love for video game music. After that | got into classic rock; The 
Doors, Led Zeppelin, Jimi Hendrix. | started getting a strong inclination to play guitar. After going 
through a breakup at the age of 18, | decided to buy a guitar and teach myself instead of mope 
around and staying sad. It helped a lot and | knew playing guitar was a great outlet for me. At 
the time, Zeppelin was the big influence.” 

Source 


Incomplete Gear Listing 


“Too much gear to list. We experiment with tons of shit in the studio, all kinda of amps, pedals 
and guitars. Mostly a Fender Twin Reverb as the primary amp. Guitars used were a 
Rickenbacker 330, Fender Jaguar, Fender Telecaster. This was my pedalboard during the 
making of that album. http://.imgur.com/Wyqik2C. jpg It's changed a bit since. Also, for mixing 
and recording Joe used Pro Tools. Ozone for mastering.” 


Vinny also mentions using the JHS SuperBolt Overdrive for distortion and color. 


On Blood Bagel’s Style, Reno Foreshadowing 


“We enjoy the harder rock style... | love early Nirvana and bands like Motorhead, White Snake, 
Poison, etc. It's fun, rocking music. We might do more heavy stuff again in the future, though our 
next album is way less heavy than both albums so far. That said, there's a song on there that 
you might really like if you like the heavier stuff.” 

Source 


Vinny’s Favorite Quote/Burn A Picture 


When asked his favorite quote, Vinny said “He who sacrifices his conscience to ambition burns 
a picture to obtain the ashes.” 
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“Ghost Page” Riff and Revisiting Old Music 


On remaking older aloums, Vinny said “Not a big fan of going backwards, especially with music. 
If it's recorded, it's done. It's hard to find the motivation to record something | was excited about 
10 years ago. However, sometimes I'll find a riff or idea on an old tape or recording and it really 
sparks something in my mind. Ghost Page started that way. | rediscovered the basic riff on a 
tape from 5 years ago then showed it to Mike and Joe and we reworked it with our current 
mindset. 


For this next album, we have 2 older ideas that have been heavily modified, the rest is all new. 
For What Could Go Wrong, it was about 65% old ideas vs new songs. For Blood Bagel, 50%.” 


One of the older ideas modified for Another Light was “Reno”, which dates back to the Davy’s 
Grey era as a song idea originally titled “Heading on Back to Reno.” See the first Red Vox AMA. 


9/28/2016 Finn Wolfhard Has Heard Blood Bagel (What the Fuck??) 


) Finn Wolfhard @ © 
7 hey man. My brother 
showed me blood bagel and was trying to learn the chords lol. Awesome 


stuff 


He Red Vox 


thanks again Finn, all of us in the band are big fans of 
your acting! 


Twitter Source 


9/23/2016 Behind The Bagel 


The behind the scenes video for Blood Bagel establishes a lot about the timeline of the songs. 
Blood Bagel was recorded over 2 months as a combination of old and new songs 
“Roid Rage” dates back to 2007 
“Tired of Love” was written in 2009 
“Fuck” was recorded in early 2016 
In June, “Vomit In The Ball Pit” was written on the spot based on the title alone 

e “Between The Cheeks’, the last song recorded for the album, was written the same way 
Of note for music producers is that Joe used the Valhalla VintageVerb reverb plugin for Blood 
Bagel. The video also contains several photos of Vinny and Mike dressed as clowns - a defining 
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part of the aesthetic for Blood Bagel. Last but not least, Mike performs his famous “Red Cox” 
drum solo in this video. 


9/15/2016 Blood Bagel Riff Racer Stream 


Blood Bagel was showcased in a Riff Racer stream, where Vinny talks about the EP track by 
track. 


“Vomit In The Ball Pit” 
A song written from the title alone, “Vomit In The Ball Pit” was based on a real event from 
Vinny’s childhood. 


“Roid Rage” 

Vinny explained that he had recovered from laryngitis before recording the vocals for “Roid 
Rage”, which contributed to his voice “sounding extra shitty” for the song. Joe also provides 
backing vocals for this song. 


“Tired of Love” 

Vinny keeled over laughing while recording the Brian Johnson-esque “bah” for “Tired of 
Love”, a song inspired by cock rock/metal bands like Poison and Van Halen. 

The riff in the chorus is an old riff, and the rest of the song was built around it. Vinny, Mike and 
Joe all wrote lyrics for the song. The spoken word part is more or less ad libbed. 


“Fuck” 

After the somewhat involved recording process for What Could Go Wrong, Red Vox wanted to 
record and release the 2 minute song “Fuck” as a joke, but the project slowly grew to include 
more songs. A song about AIDs, which Vinny described as not really having much to it, was 
scrapped early on. 


“Between The Cheeks” 

Joe recorded the solo for “Between The Cheeks’ in two takes. Vinny also tells the story of how 
he had offered around $200 on Craigslist for a gospel singer to take on the song. The first singer 
to respond had a lukewarm reaction to the concept of the song. Arnelle, who received the 
concept better, would later sing for the song instead. 


At this point, Red Vox had recorded nearly 4 songs in full for Another Light. 


9/15/2016 Age of Blood Bagel Songs 


On the bandcamp release for Blood Bagel, it says “Special thanks to Phil B for witnessing the 
real Blood Bagel and playing some of these songs with us back in the day.” This implies that 
some of the Blood Bagel songs date back several years. 
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9/14/2016 Arnelle on “Between The Cheeks” 


Arnelle of PINKVISION contributed her voice to track 5 of Blood Bagel, “Between The Cheeks”. 
She was hired from Craigslist, as explained in this 2017 AMA comment. 


9/14/2016 Keith Wolfmux and Liz Oya 


Keith Wolfmux and Lilith Oya (Liz) were the special effects/makeup artists who “clowned” Vinny 
and Mike for the Blood Bagel photoshoot. 


6/24/2016 Red Vox Concert Setlist at Greater Philadelphia Expo Center 


1. There She Goes 
. Back To School 
. Job In The City 
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4. Hazy 

5. We Had A Little Talk 

6. InA Dream 

7. Outtasite (Outta Mind) 
(Wilco cover) 


8. Fuck 
9. Scoot The Burbs 


(Vine song) 


10. Trolls and Goblins 
11. Ghost Page 
12. Atom Bomb 


Source from Setlist.fm 


6/21/2016 First Red Vox AMA 
AMA with Vinny, Mike, and Joe. 
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Source for all: We are Red Vox, ask us anything. : Redvox 


The Atom Bomb Folder and “Reno” 


Atom Bomb has been in the works since at least 2012, and was once the tentative name of 
Vinny and Mike’s two-piece band. “Reno” was also conceived around this era. 

“Wow good eye. The song atom bomb was originally something | came up with keybaord. [sic] It 
only became "Atom Bomb" after | brought the idea to Mike and played it on a plugged in guitar. | 
tend to mangle my way through odd lyrics until the sounds become words. 


Anyway, that folder contained like 25 ideas from the Davy's Grey days. Some ideas were whole 
songs, some incomplete, some only riffs. | named it Atom Bomb as that the initial name of me 
and Mike's new two-piece project. We weren't sure if Atom Bomb would be the band name or an 
album name, but we liked it for quite a while. 


That folder still exists btw, and we're doing a song from it for our next album. Totally reworking it, 
but the core idea is strong and we like it a lot. It's called Heading on Back to Reno.” 


[Vinesauce] Vinny - Super Skyrim Brothers: Worst Ending 


a PokFloyd 


be 7 
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WCGW Inspirations 


“There She Goes was inspired by the Cars. Atom Bomb was kind of a mash between Tame 
Impala and Nirvana. Job in the City is very inspired by Talking Heads. Ghost Page has a bit of 
Sabbath in there. We wear our influences on our sleeve for better or worse.” 


The Band’s Favorite Albums 


“Vinny: Led Zeppelin - Physical Graffiti, Pink Floyd - The Wall, The Beatles - Revolver, Pixies - 
Doolittle. Also, lately a ton of Pet Sounds by The Beach Boys. Mike: The Who - Quadrophenia, 
Pink Floyd - Dark Side of the Moon. Those are the two that immediately come to mind. Also Billy 
Joel - The Stranger. Joe: The favorites thing is impossible, but an underrated favorite of mine is 
Congratulations by MGMT. Also Jesus Hits Like The Atom Bomb by Tripping Daisy.” 


Joe and Vin’s Fav Guitar Brands 


“Joe: It doesn't matter too much, but mostly Fender. Vinny: Fender, but also Rickenbacker 
obviously. | also really love my Ibanez bass.” 


On Tame Impala Being A Push To Start the Band 


“Tame Impala was a huge push for us to start this band. | really love their work and am happy 
people are responding so well to it on a massive scale. The song Atom Bomb has some shades 
of Impala in there and we would love to explore those sounds more in the future.” 


WCGW Nearly Reaching Billboard’s Top 200 Sales Chart 


“..1| don't think we expected as many people to buy it, but | knew a lot of Vinesauce people 
would at least give it a shot. Having that initial audience really pushed us to work hard in the 
studio and still does. | was, however, completely shocked when Billboard emailed me and 
claimed we nearly hit the top 200 sales chart. Obviously the bar is quite a bit lower these days 
than it was say 20 years ago, but that was still really cool to see...” 


Age of What Could Go Wrong/Blood Bagel Songs 


“Trolls and Goblins and Long Lonely Night are both about 10 years old. For Blood Bagel we've 
revisited a few songs that are maybe 6 years old or so and reworked them totally. The next real 
album will be mostly new material but with maybe one or two older ideas updated.” 


Average Recording Time for a Song 


“About 2 to 3 for recording, then another 3 or 4 for mixing, Each session is 4 hours. It can take 
some time, but it depends on the song to be honest. There's a song we recorded recently that 
took 6 recording sessions.” 
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Fun Fact: “Hazy” might have taken some 10 hours to mix! 


Original Name of “The Wrong Side of History” and “Ghost Page” Original Meaning 


“Mike: The Wrong Side of History was hard to prepare for and record. It also had a different 
name for a long time, Act This Way. Also Ghost Page was originally about a Final Fantasy VI 
boss, but | prevented that from happening because I'm a genius and Vin is a hack fraud. Vin: | 
like when Saban [sic] suplexed the train.” 


How Vin and Joe Met 


“Vin: | met Joe at a show Billy did ages ago, but we never really spoke in depth for a long time. 
March of 2015 was the first time we really got to know each other.” 


Age Vinny and Mike Started Playing Their Instruments 
“Mike: | was like 19. Vin: | was about 17.” 


Drum Brands Mike Likes 


“Mike: | like DW. I play it now and use it at home. Every manufacturer has better sounding 
drums and shittier sounding drums, it just depends on how much money you want to spend. The 
skins you put on them are also really important.” 


On the Compression of What Could Go Wrong 


Q: You guys planning on not pushing the average RMS to -5dBFS? 

“Joe: I've kept is as close to -5, but it should be lower. However, over-compression was a 
stylistic decision for most of those songs. Everything that's coming will have a lot more dynamic 
range. Vinny and Mike: What he said.” 


Possible Genre Experimentations 


“Mike: Pop. Vinny: | want to try more electronic sounds and Hip-Hop backbeats. | also want to 
try funk at some point.” 


4/11/2016 What Could Go Wrong Interview 


In an email interview, Vinny talked about his influences as well as the general goals the band 
had, in terms of songwriting. He also hinted at the release of “From the Stars” as a single and 
the recording of Blood Bagel. 
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4/8/2016 Early Version of “From The Stars” Solo 


An early version of the outro solo for “From The Stars” can be seen being played by Joe as 
early as April 2016! 


4/2/2016 Red Vox’s Name 


The name “Red Vox” came from a dream. 


4/1/2016 Audiosurf 2 Stream for What Could Go Wrong 


Following the release of the album, Vinny streamed the game Audiosurf 2 to showcase each 
song. 


Vinny was most unsure about the track “We Had a Little Talk”, considering it “very cut-and-dry 
classic rock”. 


Telephone almost featured Vinny saying “Yeah baby” and “Rock me, Joe” during the guitar solo 
section, but these were cut for obvious reasons. Vinny played the guitar solo for Telephone. 


The only time on the album that Vinny uses his Stratocaster is for “The Wrong Side of History”. 
“Pitch shifter, fuzz, and delay” were used for the “Along the Way” solo. 


The piano heard in “Hazy” was a last minute addition, probably improvised by Bill. Fuzz, layered 
guitars, and Vinny’s Rickenbacker were used for a certain guitar tone in part of the song. 


Though somewhat disappointed at the lukewarm reception it got, Vinny is a big fan of “Back to 
School”, finding it also fun to play live. Joe does the guitar solo on his Telecaster. 


Job in the City is probably Vinny’s favourite song on the album. He was a little drunk for the 
vocal take, having had some whiskey beforehand. 


“She Missed the Beat”, which came from a dream, was almost left off the album in exchange for 
a “generic good rock song”, though they decided “not to play it safe”. Vinny’s laughter from his 


take was left in, and can be heard in the song (1:30). 


The tone for the “Long Lonely Night” solo was achieved with fuzz, pitch, and Vinny’s 
Rickenbacker. Vinny did the backing vocals at home on his own microphone. 
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In a Dream was another song that “came outta nowhere” — from a dream. On Joe’s insistence, 
an acoustic guitar was included in the song. A mistaken chord was left in the song intentionally, 


according to Vinny. 


3/29/2016 WCGWs Release and an Included Message 


What Could Go Wrong was “recorded during most of 2015 into early 2016”, and in the 
description of the Trolls and Goblins music video, this message was included. Interesting tidbits: 
Red Vox was created after a nearly 5 year break from music, and the first album cost thousands 
of dollars. 

Reddit Source 


What Could Go Wrong stayed in Bandcamp’s top 10 selling albums list for about 9 days. 


Rachel Allen (@VanduoBones) made the cover art for What Could Go Wrong. 


2/3/2016 Logo Design for Red Vox 


Red Vox’s first logo was created by graphic designer Mathew Ware. 
“Used for a short period during the band’s inception in 2016 before their current logo was put to 
use, this logo was a spec project for the New York independent rock/alternative band, Red Vox. 


“Sound” emits from the “O” in VOX—like a speaker—and shares resemblance to the grooves in 
a vinyl record. The wordmark font is a modified version of Ubuntu Bold, a contemporary 
typeface that conveys a reliable and free attitude.” 
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1/25/2016 WCGW Pedalboard 


Twitter Source 


12/21/2015 Primary Recording for WCGW Finished 


7 


‘Vocals, quitar, bass and drums are now finished. Now we mix and maybe add a keyboard or 
two here or there” 
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10/22/2015 “Trolls and Goblins” Released 


“Trolls and Goblins” is one of Vinny’s oldest songs recorded for Red Vox, having been written 
around 2005. It was recorded as part of a 2015 charity incentive, and released on Bandcamp in 
October of 2015. The music video came out later, along with the full release of What Could Go 
Wrong. 


9/28/2015 Unlisted “Trolls and Goblins” Recording Video 


Vinny posted an unlisted progress video of “Trolls and Goblins” to his Twitter in September 
2015. 


6/30/2015 “Trolls and Goblins” Backstory 


Vinny tells the story of “Trolls and Goblins” and its ill fated first performance here in a 2015 
stream. 


5/18/2015 Room to Breathe’s Release 


Room to Breathe was released as a primarily solo effort from Vinny, though Red Vox is credited 
because Mike helped with drum programming and Joe with vocal tracks and mixing (from this 
description). Much like WCGW and Another Light, Room to Breathe went through a name 
change, being previously called “Lyanna.” This is from the album’s Bandcamp description. 


The cover art was made by StridingCrab and Miau 


Room To Breathe was actually released one song at time. In the interest of not clogging the 
navigation with separate entries, the release dates are listed here with their Bandcamp 


description. Check out the special art on the Bandcamp pages for “Envy”, “Around You”, “Would 
You Believe Me”, and “Lyanna’”. 


1/3/2017 “Ruminator” 

“Mostly written and recorded around the time the other tracks on Room To Breathe were, 
Ruminator was a track | never got around to finishing. | finally found the time to finish the song 
and record the rest of it. Thus concludes the Room To Breath album. Making an album by 
uploading one song at a time was both fun and liberating. It was a cool experiment and | may do 
it again sometime. Thanks for listening.” 

1/20/2016 “Walking Illusion (Counting Sand)” 

“Another track recorded at home.” 

11/25/2015 “Room To Breathe” 

“Before you ask, I'm fine. Sometimes it's just cathartic to explore some darker emotions in 
music. Man. 


39 


Listen in headphones for a good time.” 

11/20/2015 “If | Ever” 

“A song that's been sitting around for a while without vocals. Hopefully after revisiting it, I've 
done them some justice.” 

11/15/2015 “Until It Was True” 

10/14/2015 “Envy” 

“Another song recorded at home.” 

7/30/2015 “Around You” 

“Recorded at home by me.” 

6/10/2015 “Would You Believe Me” 

“Recorded at home over a week or so. Not part of our upcoming studio album.” 

5/8/2015 “Lyanna” 

“Recorded at home over a week. This isn't part of the upcoming album, but it's something | was 
compelled to release as soon as | was done. Enjoy.” 

“Lyanna Stark was depicted in a flashback in Game of Thrones tonight. Big things to come 
assumedly, which is what the song is about” 

Yes, this song is about Game of Thrones (at least in part). 


c. 2007 High Quality Davy’s Grey Jam 


“Some vintage footage of my first band, Davy's Grey! Sorry for the terrible sound quality... 


These were the moments that helped forge my love for playing bass and creating songs. 
Special thanks to my brothers Vinny and Mike, love you guys!” 
Posted on Philly Watts’ (Phil Brennan, bassist for Davy’s Grey) channel 


c. 2003 Origins of Red Vox 


According to the Vinesauce wikia page for Red Vox, “Vinny and Mike met in college and 
connected over a common love of bands like Led Zeppelin, Pink Floyd, Nirvana, The Who and 
Black Sabbath” Vinny began learning guitar and wrote several songs that would later become 
Red Vox songs, including Trolls and Goblins and Long Lonely Night. 


Vinny played guitar for Bill (who he knew from high school) at this point, and started Davy’s 
Grey with Mike and Phil after a few years of being in random bands. Two years later in 2009, 
Davy’s Grey’s EP No Cigar was recorded and released, but the band disbanded soon after. 
What followed was an approximately 5 year break from music for Vinny, while he focused on 
Vinesauce. 
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Red Vox Major Events Timeline 


July 10, 2020 - Realign Released / “Pale Blue Dot” Music Video Released 
July 9, 2020 - “Be Someone Forever” Lyric Video Released 

June 25, 2020 - “Realign” Single Released 

February 21, 2020 - “Ozymandias” Single Released 

October 31, 2019 - “Why Can’t This Be Easy” Released 

January 18, 2019 - Kerosene Released on Streaming 

January 8, 2019 - Kerosene Released on YT & Bandcamp / Released on Streaming 
October 4, 2018 - “Stranded” Released 

December 14, 2017 - Another Light Released 

July 2, 2017 - “Reno” Single Released 

March 16, 2017 - “In The Garden” Single Released 

January 10, 2017 - “From the Stars” Single Released 

September 14/15, 2016 - Blood Bagel Released 

May 23, 2016 - WCGW Posted on Vinesauce 

March 29, 2016 - WCGW/'Trolls and Goblins” Music Video Released 
January 19, 2016 - “Atom Bomb” Single Released 

October 22, 2015 - “Trolls and Goblins” Released (charity incentive) 
August 25, 2015 - “Back To School” Single Released 

July 18, 2015 - “Hazy” Single Released 

May 19, 2015 - “There She Goes” Single Released 
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Gallery 


Some lesser seen Red Vox related photos. Some are more interesting than others, but most of 


them have been included for completionist reasons. 


3/23/2018 Gretsch in the Control Room 
“Actual 2018 me” 


Source 


10/30/2017 Goofy Video in the Studio 


“| think my hat plays music...” 
Short video that Vinny took while at Red Room, some of the studio can be seen. 
Source 
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12/9/2016 Vineshroom at Red Room 


“shrum” 


Source 


43 


11/29/2016 Fender Jaguar (one of Vinny’s guitars) 


“nice guitar man, best of luck with it. | have a jag, but almost bought a mustang.” 


Source 
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1/19/2016 Boney Maroney (Red Room Studio Skeleton) 


“| think there's a skelton behind me don't make eye contact oh god” 


Source 
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9/8/2015 Early Pedal Board 


“Recording time again” 


>> > ah anc’ 2 — 
Pb &- 
JiCathedral et 
Lesumesf 


Source 


46 


8/9/2016 Keyboard, Speakers, and Amps 


“The shirt and | have personality differences but | still love it, for a good cause.” 


Source 


47 


6/29/2015 At Red Room Studios with Mike and Joe 


“At Red Room studio making music with Mike and Joe. Follow Red Room on Instagram if you 
want: @redroomsi” 


Source 
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5/28/2015 New Band Member 


“We found a new band member.. He was in the studio all along. His name is Jeff and he plays 
the bass and skull trumpet” 


Source 
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5/13/2015 Studio Selfie 


“Potato quality studio selfie.” 


Source 
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5/6/2015 Little Skeleton Fella at Red Room 
“At the studio again. Little skeleton fella watching us record” 
4 


B SpIT JACK 


TD 


Source 
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4/18/2015 Early Guitar Recording 


“Recording a guitar blart for the album.” 


J 5 


Source 
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10/27/2015 Bottle of Jameson at Red Room 


“Ready for the vocal take” 
This whiskey was probably to aid Vinny’s vocal take of “Job In The City.” See “Second Red Vox 
AMA’. 


Source 
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10/21/2015 Night of Trolls and Goblins Release 
“Goblins tonight?” 


Source 
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10/14/2015 Tuba Used in Trolls and Goblins 


“Tubas and Goblins” 


\e ye 


Source 
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10/4/2015 Envy DAW Screenshot 


“Almost done with another one. Now for the hardest part... words.” 


iA Playlist - Envy_REC_38 


OUECUOUEEUCCUESCOUNEUOREEOOCEREEEEEOREE SUVUOUEERCUUEECOOUECUUNEGEOONEEE SUMNEUESNCOONEEE 


i) a) ntti + > untitled |» > > 


> Eeny REC 4 


> Envy REC 38 > Envy RL. > Enrwy REC 38 > Envuy_— | Gey REC 38 ~Eny > Eewy Insert 2» Evy 
ee ee es oe 
> Envy Insert 19 > Envy Insest 19 
b-4-+4t fsb + t bo 
> Envy Invert 1 > Envy Insert 1 > Exwy insert i. > Envy Eset 1 
t+ ttt tHt-+ HHH 
> Envy Insert 1. > Enwy Insert 1. » Exey Insert 1» Evy Insert 1 
HHH HH HHH H+H4 
> Enrey REC 35 > Envy REC 35 > Envy REC 35 
HH +4++4 tHe 


> Eeney REC 36 > Envy REC_6 > Envy REC_36 


S55 ieee Sasa 
HH HeFHEHH 


Tambourine 


Source 


8/22/2015 First Pedal Board 


“First pedal board is almost done. It's a bit messy and missing cables, but here's what | use so 


Source 


oF 


4/15/2015 Earliest Red Room Pic 
' i 


Source 


2/12/2015 Earliest Known Practice with Mike? 


“youtu.be/EUyM-fLpwUs From practice today. Majora's Mask 3D can't get here soon enough.” 
This probably sets the early boundary of when Vinny and Mike started jamming again. 
Source 
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Inconsequential Lore 


A section for things not significant enough to include as a distinct entry, but still lore 
nonetheless. 
e “Seems to be a consequence of Tom DeLonge’ was a joke lyric Vinny considered for 
Return the Call. 
e Vinny has used a Sony TASCAM DR-07MkIl digital recorder for home recording before, 
and likely still uses this for demos that he brings to the studio. 


Unsourced/Unconfirmed Things 


e “ted vox was practicing songs for Another Light one day in 2017, and they actually made 
a track that sounded similar to King Gizzard's style. They called it Lizard Fart.” 

When did Another Light’s cover art change? 

Hazy intro confirmed as inspired by Weezer’s Undone 

Idol Eye’s metadata is 2010 while other Sibilants songs are 2011 

Wave of Mutilation (Pixies Cover) metadata is 2015 while other Odds and Ends songs 
are 2011 


Credits 


Main Author: MDirt. Crazy person who compiled most of this stuff. 

Co-author: WittyJojoke (helped with a few entries) 

Co-author: Echoes (helped with a few entries) 

Special thanks to Henbayne for creating the beautiful “zine” version of this lorebook. 
Special thanks to BlockBuilder57 recording both the Another Light and Realign premieres. 
Special thanks to the Red Vox Discord for being a great community. 


TO DO: 


Another Light Premier https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8w6j40MVbU 
Realign Premier https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=9mOQokBCyh 


a rf VA. 
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PSSTHAAAAAALY 


httos://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVfujlRoPeM Sibiliants 


https://www.reddit.com/r/Redvox/comments/p0erum/from_the_red_vox_twitch_channel_january 
_14 2016/ 


Maybe archive links? 

Notes for future graphical lore book editions 

Sources or no? 

Should | make tenses consistent? 

Scrap the dates in the presentation entirely/make them less prominent? Focus on album eras 
instead? 


Song's Story 
Technical Details 


Detailed Personnel Listing 


Rewrite to be less clinical, more story-like? 
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